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Recommendation of IFNet
“Towards Flood Disaster Reduction”

Conveners : International Flood Network (IF-Net)
Date & Venue : 1 Dec. 2007 from 13:30 to 18:00 Hours
Beppu city Social Welfare Hall

1. Approaches from Whole Society

Since flood disasters are increasing as a result of various socio-economic factors, it's
difficult to solve the problems without suitable approach to the primary causes of
disorderly urbanization, poverty, recent climatic change in the world and so on.
Therefore under the suitable share of roles, approaches from whole society to raise

resilience against floods are requisite.

2. Optimum Combination of Structural and Non-Structural Measures

In response to individual regional conditions, the optimum combination of
Non-Structural and cost-beneficial Structural measures should be steadily developed
with full support from the local communities so that they could have a maximum effect
on disaster reduction.

3. The Measures towards Early Warning Leading to People’s Evacuation
The Measures towards Early Waming Leading to People’s Evacuation, which is one
of Non-Structural Measures, should be respected more and pressed for further reforms

to be made.

Because prevention of human losses linked to water-induced disasters such as floods,
tsunamis and debris flows is possible if adequate actions based on correct judgment of
early warning are taken before the likely disaster materializes. This is a sharp contrast
to the case of earthquakes which are less predictable and occur momentarily.

Given that even those areas which are far from regions having heavy rainfall,
domestic or sometimes cross-border, would suffer from flooding of big rivers, early
warning of which is transmitted extensively bears a great significance. Such cases
occur often, however, where inadequate information transmission failed to convey
important disaster information properly. For reducing human loss in a short time, it will
be efficient to improve and reinforce the current information transmission systems,
leaving no zones uninformed. '

Early warning doesn’t necessarily lead to prompt evacuation in those areas without
any experiences of past disasters or with relief generated by completed structural
measures. The way of providing information leading to prompt evacuation in dangerous
areas should be examined.




